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A partnership among Keystone College, King's College, Luzerne County Community College, Marywood University,

Misericordia Universitn Penn State Wilkes-Barre, the University of Scranton, & Wilkes University

JUSCataGlance.. .
Joint Urban Studies Center (USC) is o colloborotive effort of eight
regionol colleges ond universities, induding: Keystone College, King's
College, Luzerne County Community 6llege, Morytood University,
Misericordio University, Penn Stote Wikes-Borre, the University of
Scronton ,ond Wikes University.

JUSC's gool is to provide essentiol reseorch, plonning, onolysis, ond
implementotion opproodtes for cities, countieg stoteg nonfrofts,
ond privote industry oiming for full porticipotion in the 2lst C-en-
tury's new economy. ln oddition to its professionol stoff, JUSC relies
on octive porticipotion of its member institutions' foculty, stoff ond
student interns.

Mony of JUSC's reporu demonstrote where o community is ond
where it con ospire to be, given rts unigue set of onributes. Our
reports study histoty ond trendg ossets ond gops, ond best
prodices. JUSC olso provides oaion plons ond proposed outcomes.

Our Col laborat ion
JUSC offers students studying under any academic major
at its member institutions various internship opportunities.
Such internships allow students the chance to participate in
essential research, analysis and information dissernination,
and provide them with critical workplace learning experi-
ences.

Through hands-on learning in a professional environment,
students apply their theoretical learning to everyday situa-
tions. Applied learning practices ultimately help students
connect their real life opportunities, activities and chal-
lenges to their professional future.

Faculty members of JUSC's member institutions compete
for participation in its Visiting Scholar Program-a pro-
gram that places them within JUSC to conduct a semester
of research. Faculty members also produce JIJSC's Quar-
terly Bulletiq which will debut in January ZOO9. The Quar-
terly Bulletin will include articles and information pertain-
ing to the economy, education, public policy, government,
the environment and planning.

Our 5ervices
JUSC offers cities, counties, non-profit organizations, busi-
nesses and industries the following research services:

. Economic & Community Development Planning
o Customized Data Analysis & Reports
o Indicator Reports
r Innovation Indexes
r Best Practices/Case Studies
r Economic Impact Reports
o Strategic Plans
o Comprehensive Plans
o Public Policy Analysis
r Demographiclnformation
r Surveys
. Focus Groups

0ur Team
Teri Ooms,
Executive Director

Sherry Murray Tracewski,
Research & Policy Analyst

Marla Doddo,
Administrative & Outreach Coordinator

Contact Us
Joint Urban Studies Center
? South Main Street, Suite zot
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania I 87O1
T: 57O.4O8.9850
F:57O.4O8.9854
E: info@urbanstudies.org
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Our Recent Research Projects
o The Rise of Luzerne County: An Examination of the Origin & Future Effects of Recent Population Shifts
r The Economic Impact of Marcellus Shale in Northeastern Pennsylvania
e Land Use Planning & Sprawl
o The State of K-rz Education in Northeastern Pennsylvania
o University-CommunityPartnerships
o Best Practices of High Growth States
o Ethnic Changes in Northeastern Pennsylvania
o Regional Implications of Bond Rating Methodology
. Why Aren't We Average?
o Poverty & Urbanization
r Pre-Kindergarten & Kindergarten Education
o Regionalism: A Primer
r The Impact ofArts & Culture on Community Revitalization
o Regional Indicator Reports
o Lackawanna & Luzerne Counties Indicators Report-This annual report focuses on twelve major categories and more than

loo specific benchmarks The report debuted in 20o6 and is presented each year at a regional forum. The first forum include a
regional visioning and goal setting session. As a result, the report serves as a basis for a regional revitalization and sustain-
ability initiative that involves volunteer task forces, including: l)Jobs, Economy & Economic Development; z) Education &
Workforce Development; s) Housing; +) Land Use, Infrastructure, Transportation, & Planning.

Our Cl iente le
JUSC serves a number of clients in various businesses and industries, including the following, among others:

Borton Lawson

City of Nanticoke

Cityvest

City of Wilkes-Barre

Facility Design & Development

Forum for Pennsylvania's Heartland

Greater Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Commerce

Great Valley Technology Alliance

IBG Partners

Legislative Oflice for Research Liaison

Luzerne County

Luzerne County Convention & Visitor's Bureau

Luzerne County Cultural Council

LuzernelSchuylkill County Workforce Investment Board

Municipal Cooperative Commission

Pennsylvania Economy League

South Valley Partnership

Volunteers in Medicine

Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins

Wilkes University
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Marceflus Shale

rs in northeastern pennsylvania. This shale contains natural

:ongestion as well as the physical impact on infrastructure?

Many questions sti l l  need to be answered. JUSC begins that process here. JUSC was commissioned to complete researchon Marcellus shale' These two white papers deal wi[h economic impact and the impact on charit ies, foundations, andpublic safety.

There are many questions yet to be answered and IUSC has the abil ity and resources to conduct that research, To makeinquiries or submit comments, please email JUSC at info@urbanrrdigr.org.

Marcellus Shale Studies

IhSPEGI of Marcellus shale in Northeastern Pennsvtvania with Emohasas on charities, crime. andPoverty
June 2oo8: A new energy source is the next catalytic event propelling northeastern pennsylvania into growthmode.

May 2oo8: An introduction to Marcellus Shale and the economic impact on the region
methodology from events in Texas and Arkansas.

Research studies available at:
http : I / www.urbanstudies. org/marcellus

using a case study
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Release: lmmediate
Date: November 5, 2008
Contacu Teri Ooms

Joint Urban Studies Center
570.408.9850
ooms@u rbanstudies.org

f USC to change name to The Institute for Public Policy & Economic Development

Joint Urban Studies Center (JUSC) is changing its name to The Institute for Public Policy & Economic Development
(fhe Institute). The JUSC is a four year old research based think ank formed by a consonium of higher education
institutions, business, non-profit, and economic development providers to prepare research, policy, and strategies to
tovernmeng economic and workforce development providers, business, and non-profis. JUSC is best known to have
prepared the region's first annual indicators report and conducting regional planning and visioning session.

"Since ics inception, JUSC has been called upon to provide research on public policy and issues that go beyond the
urban core of a community, therefore a name and identity to reflect the expansion of its mission was in order," said
Teri Ooms, Executive Director.

The lnstitute will continue it5 research on regional priorities and collaborative solutions. lt will continue to prepare
the regional indicators report, conduct the annual forum, and coordinate the regional task forces. While The
Institute's work has expanded beyond the boundaries northeastern Pennsylvania, Lackawanna & Luzerne County will
still be a research priority for The lnstitute.

"The organizatjon has reached a level whereby it is recognized and respected for its work. lt is now being called upon
to address a broader range of issues from clients across the Commonwealth. lt is a nice position to be in," said Board
Chairman, Tim Gilmour, Ph.D., President of Wilkes Universiry.
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