Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-housing Program (HPRP)

DCED Competitive Program — Final Awards
September 2009

The following list represents competitive awards made by DCED based on scored
outcome measures that included cost savings, percentage of households placed into
permanent housing, and reducing time in homelessness:

Blair County

Blair County, on behalf of the Blair County Community Action Program, will receive
$153,455 to develop a Homeless Prevention and Stabilization Program to provide
housing counseling, case management, employment and training services, housing search
and placement, and referral assistance.

Centre County

Centre County will receive $199,145 for a bridge housing program to provide financial
assistance and housing relocation and stabilization services, with five apartment units for
short-term rental, assistance with deposits, representative payee services, and targeted
case management for persons with serous mental illness and other risk factors for
homelessness. Two units will be designated for homelessness prevention that allows
individuals to avoid admission to the local shelters or leave the county to receive
homelessness assistance. The other three will be for rapid re-housing. Centre

County Mental Health/Mental Retardation - Drug and Alcohol Office will be the lead
agency.

Erie County

Erie County, on behalf of My Father’s House of Erie, will receive $188,000 for a
program to address the housing and supportive service needs of female veterans returning
from Irag and Afghanistan. The funding will be used to hire two case managers and
support two existing positions in Erie’s Program House and in the proposed project
house.

Greene County

Greene County will receive $185,000 to develop a pilot rapid re-housing program for 16-
21 year olds who lack a permanent nighttime residence and have a previous history of
foster care/residential placement. The program will gradually require participants to pay a
progressive amount of rent as they move through the program, which is designed to
prevent them from becoming homeless.

Lawrence County

Lawrence County will receive $200,000 to create the Family Stability Program, which
will provide 45 homeless or near homeless families with short- or medium-term rental
assistance. Working collaboratively, the county’s social services and children and youth
services offices, and the Children’s Advocacy Center will identify families who are
homeless or at risk of homelessness that are most in danger of having their children



placed in protective services. These organizations will also cooperate to provide housing
stabilization and case management services.

Lebanon County

The Lebanon County Community Action Partnership will receive $189,999 to provide
stabilization services through intensive case management for youths “aging out” of the
foster care system over a three-year period. In addition, youth can receive financial
assistance with security deposits and rental and utility payments for up to 18 months.
These efforts are designed to provide youths with more time to transition from foster care
placement to independent living.

Philadelphia County

1. The City of Philadelphia, on behalf of the ACHIEVEability Keeping Families and
Homes Together Project, will receive $90,000 toward a pilot program to serve low-
income single parents who are newly unemployed and are enrolled in either an academic
degree program or an equivalent trade school program. Financial assistance will include
short- or medium term rental assistance security or utility deposits, utility payments and
small subsidies for these types of expenses.

2. The City of Philadelphia, on behalf of Women Against Abuse, will receive $200,000 to
provide housing stabilization and housing relocation support for women and children
who have had to flee their homes as a result of domestic violence. Women Against Abuse
will serve an estimated 40 families or 120 individuals with its long-term housing
program.

3. The City of Philadelphia, on behalf of Valley Youth House, will receive $199,888 to
provide housing services targeting an underserved population of homeless young adults
who self identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning (LGBTQ). In
addition to proving access to psycho-social support for LGBTQ homeless youth in
Philadelphia, the project will provide housing “start-up funds” to youth who maintain
employment and provide case management for six months. Eligible youth will participate
in an intensive two month housing education course while receiving individualized
assistance in preparing to move into apartments.

4. The City of Philadelphia, on behalf of Homeless Advocacy Project (HAP), will receive
$199,888 to expand its SOAR Project to underserved populations in Philadelphia, and
serve 75 newly homeless disabled adults and disabled youth aging out of foster care in
Philadelphia over a three-year period. HAP is the only legal services organization in
Philadelphia that engages in direct outreach to the homeless community.

Additionally, the Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network Inc. will receive $585,287 to provide
legal services statewide to help people avoid the loss of their rental home and to help
secure housing for households that may already be homeless.



